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Reading the natural world
Darwin’s sense of place
This website shows a satellite view of the area where Darwin worked. Notice 
the number of woodlands there are in this area.

http://www.darwinslandscape.co.uk/theme.asp?navid=60

Magnify the area along the Luxted 
Road leading south west from 
Downe village to find Down House 
– Darwin’s home for 40 years – with 
the long line of trees starting at the 
meeting of 2 footpaths and ending 
in a wider southern section. This is 
the site of Darwin’s Sandwalk.
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Reading the natural world
Darwin’s Sandwalk and Thinking path



05

Reading the natural world
Darwin’s Sandwalk and Thinking path
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Reading the natural world
The equipment Darwin used to read the  
natural world
This website shows the equipment Darwin took with him on the Beagle 
voyage. His magnifying lens and notebook are included in the tools he took 
on his travels.

http://www.sedgwickmuseum.org/exhibits/darwin.html

Scroll down, click on Tools of the 
trade and Go collecting
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Reading the natural world
A page from one of Darwin’s 
notebooks

(12) Take Bag of 
soil from centre of 
woods especially 
if date of wood be 
known & other odd 
places & see what 
plants will spring 
up which will show 
how seeds are 
transported, or how 
long they remain 
dormant, if kinds 
come up, not found  
in wood.

‘But seeds 
continually 
dropping in 
woods, by 
birds.’
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